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I am writing to invite you to an informal meeting to
discuss the status of the electronic dissemination of Supreme
Court opinions.

recently agreed to release opinions in machine-
(on floppy disk) at the time they are issued from
the bench. A rnunmber of groups, partlcularlj legal publishers,
have come forward to propose various dissemination structures.

Under the current proposal, dubbed "Project Hermes," a
separate computer system will be set-up in the Court with a
limitea Umber of dial-in ports. The Court will fransfer the
finsl oninion to this system. Selected d*striuut«‘_ wculd then
be re: puhwlOlH for disseminating the Court's opinions to the
public. The current proposal does not include a plan for
disseminating infecrmation to the non-profit/public interest
community.,

The purpose of this meeting 1s to prepare a letter ho the
Court z2nd otner interested organizations about the need to
SN interest access to the Court opinions in
elecironic formats. If left unchallenged the Courtis current

lzn could reinforce a disturbing trend. A recert report on
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legal educztion and the New England economy, chailred by the
former governovr of Vermont Thomas P. Salmon, found that the use
of information technolcgies by smaller firms and sole
practitioners was charply constrained by their cost and a ssver
sherteve of public facilities., (PSR hopes to encourage 1oli:ie
that would avold the creation of new informaticn age divisions
between ilnformaticn raich and infcrmation poor.

Tn e relatec matier, PICA has now set-up a smail CD--ROU
library., Wwe zls recznlly recelved a CD-ROM reader from Apple
Wit a lJarge display screen., Thosce of you who camc to the
Octckar meeting ct the Benton roundation may be interested in 2
hande~on demoneiration of (DN-kOM technology. It's a lot <f fun

Plecase give me a call {(775-18528). if you have any questions
or naad more information,
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